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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE
25X1
I. Reradbeds
L., Rails
y {1) Type and Weight,
5 8. Lightest weight, Mmmub-,mlﬂm::vhm
[} wraftie ir very light.
b, Average weight for average use.
g\ e, Heaviest; about 30 feet long; could support about 200 tons
plus,
(2) Comaition.
Fair,

(3) Replacement rete,
-Slow dus to steel scexcity.

(k) Domestic production,

e, JNod known, All rails aade in UBER,
, b, Seversl rail plants in Don Basin, Two were at Stalisoe and

VMVK.

(5) Isports.
I knev of nooe.

B. Rail Pestenings.

(1) Type.
w-wnm-mwmmummmm.

(2) cod;tton.

1 (3) RM rate,

= Averege of three years or more,
(4) Dowestic production.

Qe “m

B Rot Im. R

b. location of production.

(5) Ingorts
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CORFIDENTIAL/SECURITY INFORMATION

-
Ties.
(1) Type.
Treated oek or pine.
(2) Conmdition,

(3) Replacement rate.
" Every three years, depuading on traffic,

(%) Domestic production

a, Amount

.- Hot knowm,
b. Sources
Tisber regions of USER.

(5) Imports.

Fove,

Ballast.

(1) 2ype..

Main lines used crushed stons or gravel., Little used lines
used earth or sand,

{2) Sowmrece.

.. -Nearest available,

Bridges, «

(1) ZLocation and type of construction.

” " Large bridges over large rivers wers of steel and concrete
(bese) construction. Wood, stone or coner~te only were used
over small revines and stresms. Usually, if the bridges vere
to be over five meters, steel and concrete would be used,

I recall one bridge over the Voiga River at Saratov; one of the
largest I ever saw, Iv is 10 spans long, about one kilometer.
It is of steel comstruction on a concrets dase, It carries
» a double track, I do not know the height above the vater.
(2) Source of materials, {
All materials were of Soviet manufacture. 1
Tunnels. ‘
(1) In the North Caucasas there were three tunmels in & row on the
railroad between Novorossisk and Krasnodar. They vere not far
from Novorossisk and were betwesn the stations of Lineynaya and
Tunelnays. The longes* vas about 3/4 of a kilometer in length;
the other two about 1/2 a kilometer,
Clessification Yards, )
(1) Locatton.: -
Ivery major railroad center has a classification yard with
the more iaportant near the largest cities.
(2) Musp or Flat.
The yards usually used the hump method,
(3) System of Opsretion,
All lines would center in on @ bhump and cars would be
directed to the proper lime fros this humpe -
(8) Capacity,
The largest yard I ever sav was at Odessa, vhich could
acocamodate 100 trains, more or less.
{5) Operatioa at a Given Date. . .
I know that Odessa could handle 100 trains & day.

Roadbed Mainteaanoce,
(1) Comtitica. S .
Poor becsuse of shortages. Quality of material was good,
however.

Shere were about 15 to 20 wea sssigaed to divided sections.
Nach section was about 10 kilometers lomg. These ren took
,,,,, care of.reils,.ties;-dallast; - kseping the-section -in the : ]
best possible condition. -Major repairs dne to .:qq.ntg_., ]
o wasaouts, €tcy wers handled by special toams equipment,
(). Equipsent, - ... e '
¥ - ‘The section gang used picks, shovels, hammers, spikes, ties,
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CONFIDENTTAL/SECURITY IHFORMATION/
-3 ~ 25x1

I. Speeific Railroad Line,
(1) Termiws -
Petropaviovsk to Balkhash
E 25X1 . (2} Roudbed ‘
3 Tae lane was in procéss of construction,
om 1930 to 1938, The terrain wes sandy and: flat
and ea, nallast was used., There' was' no stone available.
Because the pro.ject was being carried out in a ‘hurry, geod
workmsnship wag' sacrificed.
{3} Single or Dowbie ‘“ruck 25X1
Single
(k) Amount and Type of Traffic
] Construction materials only were carried‘
i Hovwever, it was designued to c&TTY oil amd coal.
25X1 1 deposits had been located at Ku'aglndl. It vas
: te be used: to transport fish and salt from Lake Balkhash.
{5) Structurss
[ Y9 lrim‘.
All bridges were fairly swall aml were made of wood,
b. Tunnels, .
Yone,
Co Chtssineqtion Yaxds,
¥one.
4. Sidings.
Akmolinsk, Karagands, and Balkhash. These vere for coal |
fish and eslt, Copper had been discovered in the ares
between Akmolinek and Karuganda and sselting plante were
being constructed. The whole area was in the ‘Drocess
of being develcped. I heard that it was rich in various
setals, Nany railrosd side lines amd mt- vere to
follow the basic construction,

¢, Stations.
No permanent structures had been ereeud :

‘ f, Warehcuses,
X . fone known, 25X1
3 €. Open Storage.
Coal and ore st Karagands,
h, Tank Farms.
None observed,
: T would like to point out that forced labor was used to construct this
25X1 line, Thousands of workers died from the severe wather,. mmkm lack
of proper food,

The construction averaged about two miles per day.

hmmmmmcmumum Foor manmagessat. and
lack of coordizmstion of effort, however, resulted in poor vork, There
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COMF IDEWTIAL/SECURITY m%mxon

Coal and ore cars were wede of metal and hed four éxles, They
carried about 70 metyvic tons,

Flat cars. were mede with fovF axles and carried about 80 tons.

There vere two types of tesk cars. Onehldtwuhlw '
carried about 25 .tons and the other had four mel amd carried
about “ m‘

B. Freight Car Maintenance.
Capita) maintenance was nqnim avery three years. Rach large
classification yard had sn 1nlpection tean which pulled cars
for capital maintenance accoxrding to the date msrked onm the car
of the last ctp:l.m meintenance, .

An inspection was mede overy time the train was m m to!
move by a member of the crew. If minor repairs were nesded they
wsre usually made then and there. Brakes, bearings, axles and
wheelt wers carefully checked. .

Repairs to wooden parts ¢of cars, and paintingassited capital
mainterance, This work was not dome as it was needad,

I would estimate that every thres years a car would travel an
average of 50,000 kilometers,

Freight cars were usually mistreated., The reilroed industry
continwously tries to move all freight possible to establish
records. The false Stakhanovite figures:axre etermally being
brought to the attention of the working msu. HNowever, no ome
wants to assume remuibility for anything. There is, thea,
8 general lack of interest. Resulta are achieved only through
the use of drastic methode and misuse of equipwent is common,

ne ReloLaQy, was an ungineer working out of
| Makeevka, He receivod the Order of lenin £or bresking speed
records and woving freight gquickly. Three months after he

received the Order of lLenin he was sentenced to ten years in
prison for an accident. indurred while gpeeding.

If one is careful and cautious, one is called & coward and a
i reactiomary, If one is daring and an accident results, one goes
25X to prison. Inefficiency, therefore, is the result,
D. Couswption of Lubricsnts.
Bot kmown,
B. Retiremsnt Bate of Freight Cars.
Cars are used to the utmost and are retired only when they can
oo longer be repaired. This averages nbout 20 years.
F. Repair Shops for Freight Cars.
‘ Mhmmhlitlmmu shop. M, t00, there
are special shops and the freight m-mm:mmmu for

mjor repairs.

G. Bource of Freight Cars..

(1) Imports, ‘

There axe very fev foreignemade cars. 'nuomctﬂu-n
UK, or US manufacture aad' are of several types; is, tamk,
box, flat, coal, Most of them were imported at tas bdegin.
uuofthmummhormimmm

(2) Domastic.
. Domestic production ummnm;
v mmmr,zﬁ mm-duinW‘
: e 'Th“ﬁdiottonﬂmmmu-.
- Ve Passenger Cars. . ;

n less maon 19 given tc inspections amd upun Ihn
o Lreight ' Siﬂlumzommmmlhnuﬂ‘
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COMYTDENTTAL/SECURITY - IRFORMATIC™
B. Metal carr were predomimn‘c.
Ce The average J.emh ™ 12 to llb nu:n. TMy m no. upholstered
seats, g
D, .Passengey cln were ropurod ct ‘the mtshf. ‘car mir conma
E: Scheduless wire very poar- beeuule ‘of the :prior:l.ty g*ven cemin
~ freight: m:.m. . :
VIi. Traffic. = ./ ‘ - .
A, Anmml Tou Cmied. ‘
Clagsified figures’ were aot uvailabl%[:;;;:::;:]ca:;ied ar
average of 1,000 tons, 50 kilometers & ertein trains
. carri.ed qs mch a8 2,5000 tons. the same distance.
B. Composition of erighr. Traffic. N
I do.not know sny figures except to. point-out.an aversge
o1l trein had between 10: and 16 oays.- nnd carmied ‘an-average of
1,500 to 2,000 tons. = - - .
C. Flow ot Various Types of Tra.ffic. .
Rav muterisls, coml, oil, steel, and. fari. productn all moved
to the industrisl centers. " ‘
D, Density of Freigit Traffic by Lines, - ‘
Probably ‘the moat stretegic line vag the 'Qk&ober Line' between
Moscow and Leningrad. . Foodstuffs, md\ut.ﬂu products flow, to
these towns from all over the USSR, - Then, too, there are the
railroade of ‘the Don Basin, the Kuz Basin, )lgnitogw.h (Urala)
Baku, and the Ukrainian System.
E. General Condition of Freight Jervice.
Generally, freight tratfic moves smoothly.. nqur, it moves at
a high price in wasted motion, inetficiency, accidents, and a
great deal of labor, Those respoﬂl 51¢ in the key positions know
they must move all freight conlisned by industry or be purged.
They, therefore, use any and all drastic methods to accomplish
the Job. .
-end-
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